
 
Minutes 3/26/18 

The meeting featured Dr. Lee Jess, a dentist of 50+ years. Dr. Jess practiced in Grand 
Rapids, MN. He spoke about many of his experiences and the importance of rural dentistry in 
the state of Minnesota. He detailed his journey through college and dental school, as well as 
how he ended up settling in Grand Rapids. Dr. Jess was motivated to become a dentist by his 
own dentist who allowed him to watch as he worked. In dental school, he often assisted an 
instructor (endodontist) while they saw patients. He spoke about the shift from out of pocket 
payment to insurance coverage and how it affected patients/practices. Dr. Jess played a role in 
the establishment of IMCare, and also participates in the Mission of Mercy dental clinic, which 
provides dental services to underserved areas. Mission of Mercy is coming to the Minneapolis 
Convention Center this September. One of Dr. Jess’s main points was the importance of 
working to better the profession of dentistry while being a dentist. He noted that the biggest thrill 
of his lengthy career was getting to know multiple generations of families from all around the 
area, and establishing a bond with his many patients.  
 
Event Reminder: Sign up for the annual Impression Session, hosted by the UMN Dental 
School ASDA chapter. This event will take place April 7th, from 9-12 AM. To participate, it is 
preferred that you are an ASDA member, but not required. Please visit this link to sign up by 
April 1st ↓ 
https://docs.google.com/a/umn.edu/spreadsheets/d/1awx_WGkhgh0MzwbSzjixomuQlWoKschX
gvYLjDbg2Ok/edit?usp=gmail 
 
If you are not an ASDA member and would like to participate, please contact Madison 
(lesme022@umn.edu) or Taylor (helle211@umn.edu).  
 
Next Meeting: Dr. Naty Lopez, Assistant Dean of Admissions - Being a Competitive Applicant 

 April 9th @ 6:00 PM, MCB 3-120 
 
Keep updated with these resources: 
Website: https://umnpredent.wordpress.com 
Twitter: @umnpredent 
Facebook: facebook.com/umnpredent 
Email: predent@umn.edu 
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